
 

 

 

Hawai‘i Island – Kilauea Eruption Update 
June 13, 2018 

On May 3, 2018 a new eruption of Kilauea began in the Puna district of Hawaii Island. Several subdivisions 
constructed over the Lower East Rift Zone (LERZ) of Kilauea, including Leilani Estates, Lanipuna Gardens, 
Vacationland and Kapoho have been heavily impacted by 22 fissures that have activated there, sending lava across 
approximately 9 square miles. Approximately 2,000 residents have either been evacuated or are on standby 
evacuation as conditions dictate and about 700 homes have been destroyed, a majority of those in the Kapoho and 
Vacationland subdivions. Over the last several days, Fissure 8 has been most active (noted by Number 8 on map 
below) with fountaining lava up to 250 feet and expelling lava at a vigorous rate, creating a channelized flow (i.e. 
lava river) that is currently flowing into what used to be Kapoho Bay (area noted with dashed line below which is 
now “Active Ocean Entry”.) The map below details the most current activity in this area:  

 
The purple shading indicates recent lava flows (last 200 years) in the surrounding area. Notable in these areas are 
the eruptive events from 1955 and 1960. There is a history of very active eruptions in this area that have damaged 
and destroyed homes, most recently in 1983 at the Royal Gardens subdivision when Puu Oo Crater erupted 4 miles 
away. The 1955 eruptive event lasted approximately 13 weeks and opened 24 fissures. The 1960 eruptive event 
lasted approximately 6 weeks and was concentrated along one main fissure near Kapoho.  
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Also impacted by the current eruptive event is Puna Geothermal Venture (PGV), a geothermal power generation 
facility. As of last week, the geothermal wells utilized by the facility have been capped to prevent the escape of 
volcanic gasses. At this time PGV has been shut down and secured. 
 
Lava is currently flowing primarily from Fissure 8 in Leilani Estates heading due east into what was formerly 
Kapoho Bay. These two images show the previous ocean entry in May as well as one more recently. The May 
Ocean Entry can be seen in the June 7 image as the dark grey area just below the cloud line. 

 
This new eruption is impacting a very small area of Hawaii Island – about 40 square miles with new lava having 
covered just around 9 square miles (about .1% of the island.) Kilauea has been erupting continuously since 1983, 
with most activity centered at Puu Oo Vent (approx. 7 miles from current eruptive site) and Halemaumau Crater 
(approximately 14 miles from current eruptive site.) The major change with this most recent eruption is that the 
activity has unfortunately shifted into a residential area. The smaller map on the previous page indicates where 
Kona is in relation to the impacted areas. It is approximately 100 miles away from Kailua Kona and roughly a 2.5 
hour drive. On the wider satellite image above, Kailua Kona isn’t shown nor is the mountain that sits directly 
behind Kona, Hualalai. 
 
At this time, Hawaii Volcanoes National Park is mostly closed due to increased volcanic activity in the summit area. 
These localized earthquakes and steam explosions affect a limited area at the summit of Kilauea. Scientists 
continue to monitor the area and the Park will reopen when conditions permit. There are also road closures in the 
Puna district and visitors are encouraged to avoid this area for their own safety and to allow residents and 
emergency management staff to respond appropriately to changing conditions.  
 
All other attractions, businesses, facilities and roads are open. In the words of Wendy Stovall, USGS Volcanologist, 
““I would not hesitate to come to Hawai`i. If you’re coming to enjoy the beaches or eat the delicious food, know 
it’s [the eruption’s] happening in a small, eastern edge of the island.” 
 

RESOURCE LINKS:  
Tourism Updates – Please see attached Island of Hawaiʻi Visitors Bureau update and visit 
http://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/news/special-alert for additional updated information.  
 
Volcanic Activity Updates -- For timely and accurate updates:  
Hawai‘i County Civil Defense  
http://www.hawaiicounty.gov/active-alerts  
Hawai‘i County Eruption Map  
https://goo.gl/i7RbrB  
Hawaiian Volcano Observatory / USGS  
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https://volcanoes.usgs.gov/volcanoes/kilauea/status.html   
Volcano Watch updates  
https://volcanoes.usgs.gov/observatories/hvo/hvo_volcano_watch.html  
Hawai‘i Volcanoes National Park  
https://www.nps.gov/havo/planyourvisit/lava2.htm  
SO2 Measurement Map – Department of Health  
http://www.hiso2index.info   
General Air Quality / Air Now  
https://bit.ly/2I33ixd   
State of Hawai‘i Interagency Vog Information Dashboard  
http://www.ivhhn.org/vog/   
Volcanic Ash Guide  
https://bit.ly/2IjIqBV   
Hawaiian Eruptions  
https://pubs.usgs.gov/gip/hawaii/page26.html   
Na Leo TV (video media briefs)  
http://naleo.tv/vod/  
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